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Day 1 Sat 24th Oct London – Madrid – Tangier – Road to Grottes d’Hercule –  
  Cap Spartel   
 

We soon settled into our smart clean hotel, and enjoyed a very tasty meal we were all raring to go, to see 
what we could find on our afternoon’s excursion. 
 

Our first stop was on the outskirts of Tangier passing the Grottes d’Hercule the entrance of which was full 
of people & cars, apparently it had recently been renovated and as it was a Saturday people were visiting to 
see the new make-over.  We continued further until Abdelkader stopped at a shabby dry slope covered in 
brown thistly stems and dead heads of Urginea maritima.  On first reflection not an interesting site, but that 
was before Robert pointed out the pretty delicate Scilla autumnalis.  Ro then found out several heads of 
Narcissus cavanillesii, and a further few yards above were a delightful patch of this exquisite narcissus. 
 

It was eyes down and suddenly people were spotting all sorts from the Delphinium obcordatum, the 
gorgeous Leucojum autumnale, Mandragora autumnale, Ammi visnaga and Colchicum lusitanicum. A Praying 
Mantis was also located by Amanda.  Stefano found the unusual Narcissus viridiflorus, which blends in so 
well that if you take your eyes off it for a moment, it melts back into the background.  A discussion 
resumed about the Arisarum simorrhinum found and how it was very similar to Arisarum vulgare as we 
walked back to the bus, before Geoff called us over as he had found a lovely Hyacinthoides lingulata.   
 

Our last stop was at Cap Spartel the extreme north-western tip of Morocco.  From here we looked over the 
straits to cloudy Spain, even Gibraltar’s Rock had a table-cloth covering it.  Boats and Gannets were out to 
sea and sailing over the area where the legendary island of Atlantis is meant to have sunk, even the Grottes 
d’Hercule was supposed to be the mythical dwelling place of Hercules.  Our journey back took us through 
La Montagne, a pine-covered exclusive suburb of royal palaces and villas, including one of the King’s 
palaces.  It is noted by the armed guards.  Back at the hotel there was time to freshen up before a splendid 
meal and a chat about the following week’s activities and then a welcoming bed that most of us were 
looking forward to. 
 
 

Day 2 Sun 25th Oct Cap Malabata Headland – Oued Aliane – Taghramet –  
  Anja – Royal Horse Training Ground – Chefchaouen   
 

It was a lovely morning as we started our journey to Chefchaouen.  Tangier centre was a breeze to drive 
through compared to last night’s hustle & bustle of people and cars.  The first stop of the morning was at 
Cap Malabata headland.  Spain was still looking a bit moody with her draped clouds shrouding her 
mountainous shoulders; today Gibraltar’s rock was hidden and with the wind keeping everything down 
we moved on taking the coastal road to our next stop at Oued Aliane.   
 

The rest of the morning was spent wandering the scrubby slopes towards the beach.  Purple displays of 
Mandragora autumnale were in fine fettle keeping all the cameras busy.  Scattered around were the stark 
dead architectural design of Scolymus hispanicus which were bringing out the artist in some of the 
photographers.  Ro found a lovely display of Linum tenue, Mentha pulegium and Rodney Kicksia spuria.  A 
Crested Lark was posing a challenge for some of the group as it was camouflaged so beautifully amongst 
the sods of brown earth.  Further along a European form of Speckled Wood bounced around a shady part 
of the path, and a Praying Mantis egg case was spotted entwined on a branch of the introduced evasive 
Acacia Tree.  
 

On the beach Pancratium maritimum seed heads were getting ready to burst, young shoots of Sea Holly were 
starting to show and the lovely Daphne gnidium was in flower.  Rodney pointed out the delicate grass 
Sporobolus pungens with its orange anthers, just beautiful.  Gannets flew along the sea shore while Ringed 
Plovers and Curlew fed in the brackish inlet. 
 

Walking back a Southern Great Grey Shrike was more obliging for the group then when we first came up 
the path, with close views of this stunning bird.  Before boarding the bus, we all watched the local farmer 
ploughing the red soil, nothing unusual in this, but the white ribbons of Cattle Egrets punched with the of 
black of Jackdaws was too irresistible for the photographs not to stop.  It is our equivalent to the various 
gulls that follow the tractors at home.   
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Lunch was at an area covered in gorse & heather, Rodney had a particularly interest in gorse so soon 
disappeared up the slope to examine the small bushes that were presumably Ulex borgiae, but Rodney was 
suggesting that they could be a subspecies, all exciting stuff, we will just have to wait to see what the 
outcome is.  The rest of the group pottered lower down taking in the spectacular scenery of pink from Erica 
multiflora, yellow of Ulex borgiae against the grey of the rocky escarpment.  Small clumps of the lovely little 
violet Viola arborescens, Spartium junceum, Lavandula dentata, Arisarum simorrhinum and the orchid Spiranthes 
spiralis, were pointed out, before Geoff and Abdelkader shouted to say lunch was served.  A Little Owl flew 
out from the large boulders that were scattered around. 
 

Our next stop was in search of Spur-thighed Tortoise, unfortunately we were out of luck for the tortoise, 
but the hillside was covered in Spiranthes spiralis.  Goldfinches were feeding around the agricultural fields.  
The journey to Chefchaouen took us through a variety of habitats including areas where people were 
selling bags of Arbutus unedo berries, so we brought a bag to experience what they tasted like.  Passing a 
rubbish-tip a huge column of gulls, mainly Yellow-legged, wheeled above the tip, amongst the columns 
and feeding amongst the rubbish were groups of White Storks. 
 

Our last stop was at a ‘well-known’ spot – The Royal Horse Training Ground, a random field off the road 
that looked like any other field, but here were swaths, indeed hundreds, of Narcissus elegans . . . well last 
year.  We all stood looking, hoping, but no.  Nevertheless, there were some splendid displays of Narcissus 
cavanillesii some with double heads.  The pretty Scilla autumnalis that everyone was becoming familiar with 
and patches of Leucojum autumnale decorated the brown scrubby area, along with the flashy ubiquitous 
Dittrichia viscosa.  However, the highlight of the walk was the brunches of Narcissus viridiflorus that littered 
the road verges, absolutely stunning. 
 

The rain had decided to join us for the rest of the journey to Chefchaouen but what a welcome she had in 
sort for us.  Firstly, as we gained height to the mountainous town a wonderful rainbow shone a light over 
the blue buildings, producing a striking sight. Entering the town we were suddenly enveloped by people 
and chaos.   Apparently, it was festival time and this meant roads were closed and for cars it was a free for 
all.  We were all impressed with Abdelkader’s driving, how he negotiated the smallest of roads, turned 
around, and at times when it looked like the street wasn’t big enough for a vehicle he still went down, as 
well as dealing with the amount of people walking in front of him.  Well done Abdelkader.  For us, it was 
amazing to see the colour, the bustle the hive of activity from the local people rather than tourist.  
Eventually, we arrived at our hotel, settled in and ended the day with a lovely hot meal. 
 
 

Day 3 Mon 26th Oct Gorge Oued Laou – Oued Laou Beach  
 

The rain had been busy all night and at breakfast there was no sign of it letting up, so unfortunately we had 
to change our plans.  Instead we headed north towards the beach where hopefully there would be brighter 
weather.  Thus, after a hearty breakfast we made our way along the white and blue streets of Chefchaouen 
towards the winding red gorges of Oued Laou, where the scenery was spectacular even in the rain.    
 

Our first stop was at a dramatic part of the gorge where we all could appreciate the spectacular formation 
that formed the cliffs.  The view was accentuated even more when the sun graced us, albeit briefly, 
bringing alive the vivid reds of the sandstone gorge.  The delicate pink of Antirrhinum majus littered the 
road-edge along with the intricate Atractylis cancellata and Lavandula stoechas.  
 

The rain had eased so we made a short stop near an area of Arbutus unedo with the possibility of finding 
Two-tailed Pasha as this is the food plant of this stunning butterfly.  Stefano and Pat had a brief glimpse of 
a fly-by but nothing was settling.  It was a nice area for the unusual cypress Tetraclinis articulata.  From here 
we headed to Oued Laou Gorge, an interesting river gorge with a variety of endemic species hanging 
precariously from the ledges.  The group were all admiring a male Moussier’s Redstart, when the pitter-
patter of water started to fall and the heavens opened.  Most headed back to the bus to wait out the rain but 
a few brave souls continued with Stefano up the gorge, noting Lavandula multifida, Centrantus battandieri, 
Verbana supina and Ruscus hypophyllum.  
 

Lunch was eaten on stone picnic benches looking out to sea with the sun over-head, people were warming 
up nicely.  The views across the water were limited due to the sea fog.  Gannets glided across the water.  
Just below the cliffs a pair of circling Long-tailed Buzzards hung close as they slowly drifted towards the 
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protruding promontory.  The rest of the day was spent around Oued Laou Beach.  However, we had to 
pass the security point before pointing our binoculars or cameras at anything! 
 

The birdwatchers were soon scanning the area.  It was a good place for Stone Curlew.  Ringed Plovers ran 
around the marshy area along with a Kentish Plover. A bit of a surprise was a Monarch butterfly flying 
over our heads.  In due course the Stone Curlews were spotted but for those who are not used to such 
cryptic camouflage trying to find them (they were all sitting) was a major ordeal.  The number of ‘blue 
bottles’ and stones, that, one bird was sitting next to was incredible, if not frustrating when people were 
saying it’s there in front of you!  In fact, there were around 20 individuals amongst the brown dead stems 
which were growing on the sandy beach.  A few more flew up as Rodney walked among them.  Continuing 
to the sea a large flock of the beautifully sleek Audouin’s Gull were standing preening, what a delight to 
see these birds.  Whizzing between the legs were several Sanderlings. 
 

The clouds were piling and tumbling across the expanse of sky enveloping the mountains.  It was time to 
make a slow walk back to the vehicle, not before watching the quartering Marsh Harriers over the lake.  A 
Black-shouldered Kite also appeared before landing in one of the trees.    
 

Plants were a lot scarcer but there were some wonderful displays of the yellow Ononis natrix scattered 
across the dunes.  The low growing Atriplex prostrata and Centaurium spicatum were also found around the 
area.  
 

The journey back to Chefchaouen was interrupted with a stop for several Glossy Ibis feeding in an 
agricultural field close to the road.  It was also an excellent area for Plain Tiger that was feeding on the 
bright yellow clumps of the common Dittrichia viscosa.  A Fan-tailed Warbler was also very obligating as it 
sat on the dead stems of Scolymus hispanicus in front of us.  
 
 

Day 4 Tues 27th Oct Bouhachem National Park  
 

We were in a positive mood as we made our way towards Bouhachem National Park.   Bouhachem 
National Park lies in the Rif Mountains and is designated a Site of Biological and Ecological Interest, along 
with the nearby Talassemtane National Park and is one of the core areas of the Intercontinental Biosphere 
Reserve of the Mediterranean which it shares with Andalusia in Southern Spain.   
 

Abdelkader carefully winded the mini-bus along the curves of the mountainous slopes while we all sat 
back enjoying the views as a blue sky was trying to peek through.  The journey took us through fertile 
agricultural fields, which were replaced higher up by acid soils with heather & bracken as roadside verge 
plants.  The habitat changed once again over the pass with the appearance of Quercus species, Qurcus 
faginea and Quercus suber, whose gorgeous fresh-cut cinnamon bark was enhanced by the dark moody 
morning.   
 

It wasn’t long before we were at our first stop, next to several flowering and fruiting Arbutus unedo. Stefano 
lead us to a wonderful display of Erica ciliaris and Erica australis was found along the roadside.   
 

Another few more bends and we stopped near an open pasture woodland, Stefano found around 15 larvae 
of North African Fire Salamanders in small puddles along a dry rocky river bed.  Otherwise, birds were 
quiet with only Nuthatch and Short-toed Treecreeper probing the Quercus bark for grubs, plants very little.  
However, it was a good area for Barbary Macaques, for further along the road a small troop were grazing 
or playing. They were mainly females with very young babies that were climbing up trees or clinging on 
Mum’s back, it was a delight. 
 

Moving on was a lot slower than expected due to the enveloping mist that was now encompassing our 
passage, visibility was often a couple of feet in front of the vehicle.  Unperturbed Abdelkader skilfully 
negotiated the hair-pin bends, where shadowy silhouettes of trees loomed out suddenly alongside the van 
and just has quickly dispersed.  The mist cleared slightly as we entered the highest point of the trip at 
Mouley Abdeslam a pilgrimage village.  Apparently on a clear day ’one’ could see the Mediterranean & 
Atlantic Ocean.  However, we were all amazed at the fantastic specimens of Quercus ilex their huge twisted 
trucks thickly exposed giving an indication of how old they are, probable several hundred years, 
incredible.  They were also carefully protected by circles of painted blue and white bricks.    
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Later we made a last stop at a marshy area, where we had excellent views of Painted Frog, but the Marsh 
Frogs were less obliging.  We headed back; a brief stop was made for another troop of Barbary Macaques 
who were feeding on the fallen acorns.  This time the animals stayed around so we could get some good 
views of these interesting apes. 
 

Mint tea back at the hotel was a warm welcome, before some of the group finished the day walking around 
the old quarters of the town with its narrow steep streets and alleys painted in blue.  We were back before 
7pm prayer boomed out across the loud-speakers positioned in all quarters of the surrounding environ, we 
knew then it was time for dinner.  Despite the weather we all had an enjoyable day. 
 
 

Day 5 Wed 28th Oct Parc Nacional de Talassemtane 
 

Everyone was up and at breakfast for our early morning departure to the mountainous area of Parc 
Nacional de Talassemtane.  Abdelkader would be having a break from driving, and have the pleasure of 
walking for a change, as three land rovers were taking us up the mountainous track. 
 

Chefchaouen was just waking up as we headed out and it wasn’t long before we were turning off the 
tarmac and heading towards the Rif Mountain.  A quick stop was made for a perched Black-shouldered 
Kite, before we started the slow climb up.  The track had traces of the previous day’s weather and it soon 
became a rugged bouncy road, ribboning close to the cliffs and now, we could understand why it wasn’t 
possible to do the journey a few days ago in the rain.  The land rovers slowly crept up the twisting road, 
while we all wobbled like weebles trying to take in the impressive views across the valley.  It was also 
interesting to note that there were quite a lot of small fertile ploughed fields with brown stalks sticking up.  
We were trying to work out the plant species as it seemed familiar but just not right, so we asked our 
driver, who with a large smile, replied Hash.  Infact, Stefano told us later that this was a main cash crop in 
this area. 
 

An impromptu stop near Mischkelia village was made for a lovely pink rock garden of Merendera filifolia, 
wonderful, Pat was in her element.  There were more wows when we moved higher to the plateau at El 
Melaba whose slopes were carpeted with Merendera filifolia.   It was very hard not to tread on plants while 
trying to admire the scene.  Walking across the slopes, Desert Orange-tips were spotted bounced around 
the scrubby plants or feeding on Daphne gnidium, while the flamboyant North African race of Chaffinch 
was lapping up the attention from the birders. 
 

Climbing higher we suddenly entered into a world that fans of Tolkien or Arthur Rackham would 
recognise. The evocative ambiance of epiphytes mosses, towering ancient relict trees, whose dark trucks 
were scorched by the flaming autumn calls of the maple.  Higher still we climbed, stopping briefly at some 
gigantic boulders, to admire the view and possibly see Barbary Macaques, but not today.  It was noticeable 
how the trees had changed from deciduous to conifers and this is where we started to see the first Cedrus 
atlantica and Abies maroccana.  
 

Lunch was at the higher altitudes where Cedrus atlantica, Abies maroccana and Pinus mauritani stood side by 
side.  The beautiful North African race of Chaffinches was hopping around the large boulders where we 
were exploring for the endemic Raffenaldia primuloides, which Rodney found.  There were some lovely 
displays of Crocus serotinus brightening up the grey rock face and wonderful shows of Crataegus laciniata 
with its huge red berries.  Crossbills flew overhead, Mistle Thrushes rasped from the pines and Ravens 
honked, while we sat enjoying the mid-day sun and lunch. 
 

After which we went for a walk in the autumn colours of fall, well that is what it felt like.  The beautiful 
warm browns of Acer granatense provided quite a striking path as we strolled down investigating the 
various fallen trunks for fungi and boulders for alpine plants.  Our afternoon walk didn’t end there.  On 
such a nice day we walked back along the Tolkien dappled forest that we had been trying to appreciate on 
the way up. 
 

People soon dispersed with explorers disappearing into the fern dark depths of undercover tempted by the 
startling red and black berries of Paeonia coriacea.  The sun’s rays filtered through, creating a torch effect on 
the twilight colours of the scattered Acer granatense trees, and moss-bound boughs steamed in the light.  It 
was all very atmospheric, and Anne was fortunate enough to see Wild Boar as they snuffled around 
looking for acorns.    
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The evening colours started to appear and we all reluctantly climbed back into the vehicles and headed 
back to Chefchaouen, where we had time to freshen up before our last meal at the hotel, a traditional 
Moroccan dish –  lamb couscous. 
 
 

Day 6 Thursday 29th Oct Chefchaouen – Spanish Reservoir – Akchour Gorge –  
  Asilah Steppe – Larache   
 

Temperatures were rising as we left the blue town of Chefchaouen.  A brief stop was made to have a look at 
some mistletoe before Abdelkader stopped at the Spanish Reservoir, where Stefano had spotted Narcissus 
elegans.  In fact there was an ‘elegance’ of elegans, we couldn’t think of anything else to describe this 
splendid sight of narcissus.  A Black-shouldered Kite perched on the telegraph wire, while a pair of Long-
legged Buzzards circled above us as we walked towards the plants.  Shortly after a quick walk around to 
see what else was about, Ro demonstrated the delights of squirting cucumber before we boarded the bus.   
 

The journey to Akchour Gorge ribboned around vibrant red sandstone mountains and pastures of Olive 
groves, some of which had gnarled twisted trunks two people thick.  Akchour Gorge itself is a dramatic 
landscape of limestone cliffs, and on a nearby boulder we had excellent views of a Blue Rock Thrush.  Our 
walk followed the main river to the waterfall, the path twisting and turning passing various café outlets, 
including a garden with lots of ‘old-fashion’ pelargoniums (no markings on the leaves).  This was also a 
good place to see Two-tailed Pasha and with the sun high, you could follow the shadow of this stunning 
butterfly.   
 

The group had some fantastic views of this gorgeous and sought-after species, even Geoff and Rodney 
agreed that it was a bit of a highlight and for Mary it had made her trip as it was a life target species so she 
was very happy.  A Large Tortoiseshell gave some of the group views as it patrolled part of the path and 
David and Amanda were fortunate to have two Barbary Partridges fly over their heads as they were 
admiring a Two-tailed Pasha.   
 

With smiles on our faces we headed to our lunch site over-looking the surrounding land.  The sun was 
shining, the Ravens were honking and a couple of individual Agama impalearis were basking on the large 
boulders next to us while we tucked into lunch. 
 

We all settled back as we had a long journey in front of us to Larache.  Further along we stopped to look 
over the agricultural fields for Great Bustard, but unfortunately no luck.  However, we all watched in 
astonishment as a man and a camel disappeared into the house through the front door!  We stopped for a 
Little Owl in the afternoon glow.  The owl just sat on the stone wall next to the bus and was just not 
interested in us at all.  In fact we had around 6 individuals along this stretch of road.  Our last stop was for 
the monocots and what a tremendous display of Leucojum autumnale, Narcissus elegans and Colchicum 
lusitanicum, the light was fading fast & Stefano promised we would come back tomorrow.  The rest of our 
journey was made in the dark.  It had been a long day, but very rewarding with amazing sites/sights. 
 
   

Day 7 Friday 30th Oct Lower Loukkos Marshes – Dam – Las r’mel –   
  Asilah Steppe – Pink House – Larache  
 
It was a 5am call for those of the group who wanted to see the morning Egret roost.  Black-winged Stilts 
called from the dark as they waded through the marshy water while we stood waiting in the twilight of the 
dawn.  Slowly, a cacophony of birds started to arise from the warm morning embers.  Suddenly a Peregrine 
flew into the central trees, none of the birds stirred.  It wasn’t until the raucous flock of around 1,000 
Jackdaws we knew why the Peregrine was there.  Stefano saw it take out one of the birds in the black mass 
of birds as they flew over the water towards us. 
 

After which the Cattle Egrets emerged not in the mass numbers but still enough to impress as they mingled 
with the Jackdaws.  At one point we had black and white streamers around our heads before they landed in 
the trees next to us.  It was time to go back for breakfast, not before David alerted us to the large flock circa 
3,000 of Glossy Ibis flying in to the marsh, just superb.  Marsh Harriers rose from their roost amongst the 
mornings marsh assemble and White Storks sat huddled in the distance waiting for the morning sun.  
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After breakfast we returned to the marsh area and what a transformation the morning had brought.  The 
area was alive with all sorts, Marsh Frogs called from the shallows, dragonflies Emperor and Scarlet Darter 
whizzed around as if they were on a mission to get to a certain place before a hand-brake turn and they 
were back flying past.  This area was also a good place to see Purple Gallinule, David initially saw the first 
one but no-one else.  Nevertheless, on the way back we saw a pair of males display fighting, they were 
beautiful.   
 

Mary spotted a couple of nice butterflies Mediterranean & Zeller’s Skipper the latter feeding on a Chaste 
Tree.  Four Squacco Herons would pop up now-and-again to see if anyone was looking.  Other birds noted 
included Red-knobbed Coot unfortunately in winter plumage (no red-knobs), Fan-tailed and Sedge 
Warbler, and Brown-throated Sand Martin albeit briefly as they were flying over the marsh.  Further along 
the channel was a good spot for Night Heron, several adults and juveniles were sunning themselves in the 
trees, while a small group of Pond Terrapin were basking below on the water’s edge.  Cormorants flew 
overhead, along with the noisy Yellow-legged Gulls.   
 

Temperatures were reaching the high twenties so lunch was taken under shade near the beach where we 
tried to get photos of the delightful Lang’s Short-tailed Blue.  Several individuals were flying around and 
basking on the lupins.   Our next stop was literally down the road from lunch site and had wonderful 
displays of Ranunculus bullatus and Iris planifolia.   
 

Suddenly, the afternoon was disappearing fast and we had a couple more stops to get in before the evening 
light.  We retraced our steps back to the steppe area where we had the lovely display of Leucojum 
autumnale, in the afternoon light they were even more spectacular.  People were out and dashing around, 
Ro and Annie spotted a Little Owl as they were admiring a clump of the snowflakes, while the rest of us 
headed for a nearside slope covered in Narcissus elegans.  Feeding amongst the heads was a gorgeous 
Swallowtail that had several people following as it fluttered from one head to another.  The whole sight of 
white from the flowers with dashes of yellow from the butterfly added to the ambiance to this lovely area.  
The warm glow of the sun enhanced the pink breast of an Iberian Grey Shrike who was eyeing us warily as 
we headed back to the bus.  
 

A brief stop was made for Hyacinthoides lingulata, but no joy, so swiftly moving on to our last stop, next to 
the Pink House, which is now yellow!  We had no need to have stopped as here on an undesirable roadside 
slope, amongst the plastic ‘blue’ bottles were superb spikes of Hyacinthoides.  In fact it was a splendid site as 
littered around the dry area Scilla autumnalis, Narcissus elegans, Narcissus cavanillesii, Narcissus viridiflorus 
and Colchicum lusitanicum.  What a splendid way to end a trip with a site full of goodies all in one place, 
simple delicious! 
 
 
 

Day 8 Saturday 31st Oct Departure 
 

It was a relatively civilised departure from the hotel this morning where everyone had time for breakfast 
before we headed out to Tangier.  Most of the journey was made in low-lying sea fog and as usual 
Abdelkader did a fantastic job in getting us to the airport.  We said our goodbyes to Stefano and 
Abdelkader before we all headed to check-in for our flight to Madrid, then England.   
 

Although, the weather had been mixed, the trip had been very successful with everyone having their 
special moment and lifers to take back home and regale friends over. 
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Systematic Lists 
 

Itinerary 
 

Day 1 Saturday 24th October London – Madrid – Tangier – Road to Grottes d’Hercule – Cap  
 Spartel  
 

Day 2 Sunday 25th October Cap Malabata Headland – Oued Aliane – Taghramet – Anja –  
 Royal Horse Training Ground – Chefchaouen   
 

Day 3 Monday 26th October Gorge Oued Laou – Oued Laou Beach  
 

Day 4 Tuesday 27th October Bouhachem National Park  
 

Day 5 Wednesday 28th October Parc Nacional de Talassemtane 
 

Day 6 Thursday 29th October Chefchaouen – Spanish Reservoir – Akchour Gorge – Asilah  
 Steppe – Larache  
 

Day 7 Friday 30th October Lower Loukkos Marshes – Dam – Ras r’mel – Asilah Steppe –  
 Pink House – Larache  
 

Day 8 Saturday 31st October Departure 
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Systematic List – Birds 
The taxonomic nomenclature & systematic order follows both that of Collins: Bird Guide 2nd edition.  The numbers 
indicate the dates on which a species was seen. 

 
Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos the only wildfowl recorded for the trip (26 & 29) 

Barbary Partridge Alectoris Barbara  a pair flew over the heads of David & Amanda as they  

were observing a Two-tailed Pasha at Akchour Gorge (29) 

Little Grebe  Tachybaptu ruficollis only recorded on the one day at Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Gannet   Morus bassantus  several flying around the sea off the headlands (26 & 27) 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo occasionally around river mouths (26, 27 29 & 30) 

Shag   Phalacrocorax aristotelis several of this species around the Loukkos Marshes &  

      wing basking on the estuary mouth (30) 

Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax several individuals, adults & juvenile along the river  

      channel at Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  common, seen everyday 

Squacco Heron   Ardeola ralloides  four were flying around Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta  scattered sightings around wetland areas 

Great White Egret Ardea alba  four adults around the river channel early morning at  

      Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  occasional across the trip around water areas 

White Stork  Ciconia ciconia  scattered sightings often in large numbers 

Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus small groups recorded feeding in agricultural fields (26); 

      Loukkos Marshes circa 3,000 birds moving around the  

      marshes early morning (30)  

Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia a small group of 12 individuals flew over the Loukkos  

Marshes early morning (30)  

Osprey   Pandion haliaetus an individual flew near the bus as we were watching the  

Glossy Ibis (26) 

Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus frequently quartering around the marshes & reed areas  

across the week, mainly females or sub-adults 

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus  a pair flew along the cliff below us while we were having 

      lunch (26); two circling near the Spanish Reservoir (29); an 

      individual circling with a group of White Storks at oukkos  

Marshes (30) 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus  fly-bys (29 & 30) 

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus  this lovely little bird was frequently seen across the trip  

Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus scattered sightings across the trip 

Peregrine  Falco peregrinus  a couple of sightings with Stefano witnessing a bird taking  

out a Jackdaw in the morning flock at Loukkos Marshes.  

We had seen it fly into the tree island at dawn & now we 

knew why (30)  

Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus odd individuals on the marshes at Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Coot   Fulica atra  only the once on the lake at Oued Laou Beach (26) 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata  several on the marshes at Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyria a pair of males display fighting Loukkos Marshes (30) 
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Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus very noisy at Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus at least 20+ were counted when we managed to see them 

      at Oued Laou Beach (26) 

Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula beach areas (25 & 26) 

Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus an individual amongst Ringed Plover, Oued Laou Beach  

(26) 

Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria an individual seen on a sand ridge with Stone Curlew,  

      Oued Laou Beach (26) 

Sanderling  Calidris canutus  several feeding on the shore line amongst the small group 

      Audouin’s Gull, Oued Laou Beach (26) 

Green Sandpiper Tinga ochropus  Mary spotted an individual around Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos individuals along Loukkos River channel (30) 

Redshank  Tringa totanus  several around Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  individuals feeding around Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa  a small group feeding in the marshes early morning at  

      Loukkos (30) 

Snipe   Gallinago gallinago an individual flew off after being disturbed, Loukkos  

      Marshes (30) 

Curlew   Numenius arquata an individual around the beach area (25); small groups  

      seen around the river mouth & marshy areas at Loukkos  

(30) 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus  small flock around the river channels & marshes (30) 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis  common, seen everyday 

Audouin’s Gull  Larus audouinii  a small group of this gorgeous gull c.20, resting near the  

      shore line, Oued Laou Beach (26) 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus  seen almost everyday 

Caspian Tern  Sterna caspia  this was probably the large tern species patrolling the  

river channel as we approached the Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus scattered around wooded areas 

Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto common seen every day around urban areas 

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco  one was calling in the evening around our hotel at  

Chefchaouen   

Little Owl  Athene noctua  frequently seen with some fantastic close views 

Little Swift  Apus affinis  excellent views of this lovely species around Larache  

Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis  flittering views of this wonderful species around Loukkos  

(30) 

Crested Lark  Galerida cristata  common around dry agricultural areas 

Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae  an individual obliging just sat on a boulder, Parc Nacional 

      de Talassemtane (28) 

Brown-throated  

Sand Martin  Riparia paludicola individuals flying around the Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris cliff areas around Chefchaouen 

Moroccan White Wagtail  Motacilla alba subpersonata frequently recorded over the week 

Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava  an individual in the reeds, Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea  frequent & common around fresh water areas  



11 
 

Robin   Erithacus rubecula frequently heard or seen around wooded areas 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus individuals across the week (24 & 26) 

Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros common around urban buildings 

Moussier’s Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri Amanda spotted a wonderful male near the gorge walk,  

      Oued Laou (26) 

Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe Mary saw an individual from the bus (27) 

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra  an individual around agricultural grounds (29) 

Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus common seen everyday 

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus individuals recorded in the higher woodland altitudes  

      (27 & 28) 

Blackbird  Turdus merula  common seen everyday 

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius occasionally sightings around rocky areas across the trip 

Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  only on the one day at Akchour Gorge (29) 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala very common mainly heard over the course of the week 

Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus nosily singing from shrubby areas, Loukkos Marshes  

(30) 

Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis  this lovely little bird was mainly seen zitting above the  

vegetation but it did give some excellent views (26) near  

 the Glossy Ibis field, (29 &30) 

Cetti’s Warbler  Cettia cetti  only heard from the reeds (27, 29 & 30) 

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus occasionally recorded (25 & 30) 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita occasionally recorded (27, 29 & 30) 

Wren   Troglodytes troglodytes one calling loudly from the bushes, Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Great Tit  Parus major  frequent around wooded & shrubby areas across the trip 

Coal Tit   Parus ater  only recorded on the one day in woodlands, Parc Nacional 

      de Talassemtane (28) 

Blue Tit   Parus caeruleus  frequent across the trip around wooded & shrubby areas 

Nuthatch  Sitta europaea  scattered around wooded high altitude areas 

Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla recorded the once feeding on the oaks, Bouhachaem  

      National Park (27) 

Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis frequent across the trip, several members having good  

      views of this pretty bird 

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator  Ro spotted a juvenile of this species (30) 

Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus common seen or heard everyday 

Jay   Garrulus glandarius high altitudes (27 & 28) 

Chough   Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax small chattering around the mountain tops, Bouhachaem 

      National Park (27) 

Jackdaw  Corvus monedula  seen everyday around urban area, with a spectacular train 

      of over 2,000 early morning (30) 

Raven   Corvus corax  common usually recorded in pairs, but there was a  

      conspiracy at several of the rubbish dumps 

Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor  common recorded everyday 

Starling   Sturnus vulgaris  on examining my starling pictures a Common Starling  

was among the Spotless Starlings on the tower at Larache 

(30) 
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House Sparrow  Passer domesticus common recorded every day in their quarrels 

Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus  several individuals mixed in with the quarrels of House  

      Sparrows early morning, Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Atlas Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs africana the chaffinches were of the African race, with the colours 

      looking stunning in the sun, seen everyday 

Linnet   Carduelis cannabina several parcels were flying around the beach area (26); & 

      agricultural areas (27) 

Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis several charms around agricultural areas 

Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra  fly-bys in the high woodlands at Parc Nacional de  

      Talassemtane (28) 

Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus  scattered sightings around agricultural areas 
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Systematic List – Butterflies 
 

Swallowtail  Papilio machaon  an individual feeding on Narcissus elegans, Asilah Steppe  

(30) 

Large White  Pieris brassicae  the commonest of the butterflies seen everyday 

Desert Orange-Tip Colotis evagore nouna this gorgeous species often posed nicely for the group  

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea  scattered sightings of flitting individuals across the week 

Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni an individual around wooded areas (30) 

Cleopatra  Gonepteryx cleopatra an individual around Akchour Gorge (29) 

Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas  Mary spotted this species (30) 

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous several flittering around bushes outside our first hotel &  

Mary released one from inside the hotel; several 

 individuals on the beach lunch stop (30) 

Holly Blue  Celastrina argiolus Mary spotted this delightful species (30) 

Spotted Adonis Blue Polyommatus punctiferus David found a lovely individual (29) 

Plain Tiger  Danaus chrysippus wow what a stunner of a butterfly (26 & 30) 

Monarch  Danaus plexippus a brief individual flying over the group, Oued Laou Beach  

(26) 

Two-tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius  Stefano briefly sighted this superb species (26); however,  

we all got some fantastic views of this splendid butterfly, 

Akchour Gorge (29) 

Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros an individual patrolling part of the path, Akchour Gorge  

(29) 

Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta  David spotted an individual as it flew around him (29) 

Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui  frequently spotted across the week 

Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  found around wooded shady areas mainly European  

colour morph, but Akchour Gorge was an English colour 

morph 

Wall Brown  Lasiommata megera Mary had one basking on a rock (29) 

Mediterranean Skipper Gegenes nostrodamus Mary spotted this species (25 & 30) 

Zeller’s Skipper  Bobo borbonica  individuals along Loukkos Marshes (30) 
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Systematic List – Reptiles & Amphibians 
 

North African Fire Salamander Salamandra algira Stefano found c.15 larva in a small pool (27);  

Amanda found a dead adult on the walk back (28)  

Mediterranean Tree Frog Hyla meridionalis heard around the hotel at Chefchaouen   

Painted Frog   Discoglossus scovazzi Stefano found some lovely little ones (27) 

Marsh Frog    Pelophylax ridibundus  one or two around a small pond Bouhachem  

National Park (27); & were heard Loukkos 

Marshes (30) 

Andalusian Wall Lizard  Podarcis vaucheri  Bouhachem National Park (27) 

Pond Terrapin   Emys orbicularis  several individuals along river bank Loukkos  

Marshes (30) 

Bibron's agama   Agama impalearis a couple of individuals basking on the boulders at  

lunch (29) 

 
 

Systematic List – Mammals 
Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus  recorded around Oued Laou agricultural fields (25)  

Barbary Macaque Macaca sylvanus  after watching several individuals, we were treated to a  

troop 70+ with a mixture of females, sub-adults & very 

young, feeding & climbing trees (27) 

Wild Boar  Sus scrofa  Anne was the only one lucky enough to see this secretive  

species along the woodland walk (28)   

 
 

Systematic List – Other Fauna 
 

Emperor  Anax imperator   the commonest of the dragonflies around water  

bodies 

Long Skimmer  Orthetrum trinacria  only recorded at our first stop at Loukkos Marshes  

(30) 

Scarlet Darter  Crocothemis erythraea  several around the marshes & water bodies over  

the trip 

Louisiana Crayfish Procambarus clarkia  a nice large one of this introduced & evasive  

species, Loukkos Marshes (30) 

Hummingbird hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum odd sightings of this delightful insect particularly  

around the hotel at Chefchaouen   

Praying Mantis  Mantis religiosa   several brown individuals scattered around the  

various  woody undergrown across the trip (IDed: 

by indicative black spot on the inside of the front 

leg) (24 & 29) 

Violet Carpenter bee Xylocopa violacea   several feeding on the Merendera slope,  

Bouhachem National Park (27) 

Egyptian Locust Anacridium aegyptium  odd individuals heard or seen across the trip  

particularly around Akchour Gorge (29) 

 

 


